GETTING
CONNECTED

MARIA BUYS STAMPS: Maria went to the Post
Office to buy stamps for her Christmas
cards. 'What denomination?' asked the clerk.
'Oh! Good heavens! Have we come to this?'
said Maria, said
'Well let me see'. Tom & Helen are Presbyterian, I
don’t know about Bill & Ann – they may be Baptist but I
haven’t seen them out lately. I’m sure Shirley is Anglican and
Betty loves going to the Pentecostal Church downtown.”
Maria looked again at the clerk, “If the others don’t have a
denomination can I still get a stamp for their card?”
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Top ways to confuse Santa

1. Instead of milk and cookies, leave him a salad, and a note
explaining that you think he could stand to lose a few pounds.
2. While he's in the house, go find his sleigh and write him a
speeding ticket.
3. Leave him a note, explaining you've gone away for the holidays.
Ask if he would mind watering your plants.
4. While he's in the house, replace all his reindeer with exact
replicas. Then wait and see what happens when he tries to get
them to take off.
5. Leave a note by the telephone, telling Santa that Mrs. Claus called
and wanted to remind him to pick up some milk and a loaf of
bread on his way home.
6. Take everything out of your house as if it's just been robbed.
When Santa arrives, show up dressed like a policeman and say,
"Well, well. They always return to the scene of the crime."
A Grown Up Christmas
Christmas is so much worse as you get older. It’s like “what do you
want this year?” “Financial security, a career, a sense of purpose, a
nap would be nice!”
Journey to Jerusalem

A Sunday school teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary
took Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied: "They
couldn't get a baby sitter."
CHRISTMAS EVE
Q. What did Adam say on the day before Christmas?
A. Have a Merry Christmas, Eve.
Where Christ is cherished, family is loved and everyone is family!

Christmas’ True Meaning
Let Christmas’ true meaning,
Rise up in you today…
May you see the real splendor
Of Jesus’ birth on this day.

The wise still seek Him!

What’s inside…










May His majesty you behold,
With all dignity and honour
May the fullness of His truth
Glorify His heavenly Father.

May the wonder of His grace,
One Christmas…
Reveal its magnificence in you
The way you spend Christmas May the gratefulness you feel
Something to Think About
Be in all you say and do.
Mark Your Calendar
Let Christmas’ true meaning,
Maria buys stamps
Bring
your Saviour near today
Top Ways to Confuse Santa
May you see the need for Him
A Grown Up Christmas
Today… and every day!
Journey to Bethlehem
Christmas Eve
By Deborah Ann Belka

Join us each Sunday for Worship…
3 p.m. worship and praise
22243 Allan Road (@Adelaide Road)
South of Mt Brydges
Thot: “Jesus is the central personality of history, and whether
Christmas is canned or canonized, packaged in a ribbon and sold for
profit or sanctified in a cathedral where humble souls worship, He is
the inescapable Christ.” ~ Jack Hayford

One Christmas, Joe and Peter built a skating rink
in
in the middle of a field. A shepherd leading his
flock decided to take a shortcut across the rink.
The sheep, however, were afraid of the ice and
wouldn't cross it. Desperate, the shepherd began tugging them
to the other side. 'Look, 'remarked Peter to Joe, 'That guy’s trying to pull the wool over our ice!'

“The way you spend Christmas is far more
important than how much.” ~ Henry David Thoreau

Something to Think About…
“He is the image of the invisible God; the firstborn of
all creation…and through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself, having made peace through His blood shed
on the cross; through
Him, I say, whether things on earth or things
His
in heaven.” ~ Colossians 1:15 & 20
What’s the real meaning of Christmas? Why do we pull out all the
stops each year to celebrate the birth of a baby born in a manger in a
.” –us
John 3:16
country most of
will never visit let alone live in who was born
2,000 years before any of us were thought of? Is it the traditions, the
memories of childhood, is it the images of a helpless baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger in a stable that stirs us to
repeat the stories, sing the carols and participate in the festivities?
Ever consider that Christmas isn’t about the Saviour's infancy; it’s
about His deity. The humble birth of Jesus Christ was never intended
to conceal the reality God chose to be born into the world – to take
on human form and dwell among us. The modern world's version of
Christmas fails to comprehend the glorious mystery that God would
come to earth, open the gates of heaven for all who believe to come
in having paid the price to overcome the sin that separated us from
Him having made peace on the cross. Because we miss this
connection, consequently for the greater part of humanity, Christmas
has no legitimate meaning at all.
Christmas is a season of celebrations yet as Pastor Rick Warren
observes, “Ironically, at most Christmas parties the person whose
birthday we're supposed to be celebrating is completely ignored. He's
never even mentioned. Although Jesus is the reason for the season,
he's often overlooked or merely mentioned along with Rudolph,

Frosty the Snowman, Santa Claus, the Grinch, elves, and a long list of
celebrated fictional characters.” [DECEMBER 19, 2008]
Yet Christ is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
creation…” Though we were created in God's likeness, we only
resemble Him. Jesus, on the other hand, is God's exact image. That
makes all the difference. Paul says Jesus is "the first born of all
creation." Those who reject the deity of Christ have made much of
that phrase, suggesting it means Jesus was a created being. But the
word translated "first born" describes Jesus' rank, not His origin. The
first-born in a Hebrew family was the heir, the ranking one, the one
who had the right of inheritance. And in a royal family, he had the
right to rule. Christ is the One who inherits all creation and the right
to rule over it.
The Greek word translated "image" means a perfect replica, a precise
copy, a duplicate. Paul’s saying God Himself is fully manifest in the
Person of His Son, who is none other than Jesus Christ. He is the
exact image of God. Jesus Himself said, "He who has seen me has
seen the Father" ~ John 14:9.
So this Christmas whether we decorate our homes or not, whether
we sing the old carols or enjoy modern choruses, at the heart of our
activities let us find ourselves focused on worship of our Lord who
loves us so much He came and took our place. Let us consider that
when He came, as a baby and all, He came in the fullness of the deity
of His place alongside the Father. Let us with humble hearts express
our gratitude that Christ “did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing…” ~ Philippians 2:6-7.
And He did it for you and me. He brings God from some distant place
to the very hearts of men and
Mark your Calendar…
women. He gives light and
life. He reveals God's very Sun Dec 4th – Communion
essence. They can’t be Mondays 3:30 – 5p.m. Bible
divided, and neither has ever Study and Prayer “The Minor
existed without the other-- Minor Prophets” Parkhouse Drive
they are one. (Ref: John 10:30). As
Advent Series:
Christ’s light shines forth in
Tell Me the Old, Old Story
your heart in the fullness of
Christmas Eve Service at First
His deity may you know the
Baptist
Church Strathroy 7pm
grace and joy of a Merry
Christmas.

