GETTING
CONNECTED

Going Down!!
As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship
was sinking fast. He called out, "Anyone here know
how to pray?" One man stepped forward. "Aye,
Captain, I know how to pray." "Good," said the
captain, "You pray while the rest of us put on our
life jackets - we're one short."
A Child's Point of View!
After the story of Adam and Eve had been carefully explained in the
children's Sunday School class, little Bobby drew a picture of a car
with three people in it. In the front seat was a man and in the back
seat, a man and a woman looking very sad. The teacher was at a loss
to understand how this illustrated the lesson of Adam and Eve. But
little Bobby promptly explained, "Why, this is God driving Adam and
Eve out of the garden!"
Transport in NT Times
Did you know they had cars
in the Bible? That’s right! In
the NT the Apostles were
known to meet in one
Accord! This must have
been considered a step up
from the OT where they
speak of attending “the
feast of weeks unto the
I’ve tried to explain He’s going to be with
Lord thy God with a
me forever, but He just doesn’t get it!
Tribute.” (Deuteronomy 16:10)
A married couple were arguing over who was
responsible for making the coffee. The wife said
that in the Bible it says that men should make the
coffee. Quite surprised, the husband asks her
where it said that. The wife opens her Bible and
says: "Right here toward the back of the book
where it says, “HE-BREWS!"”
Thot for New Years! Wait a second! There’s ANOTHER
year? You mean I have to do it all over again??
Where Christ is cherished, family is loved and everyone is family!
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Each year brings new opportunities
to know Him more, to walk in faith,
and to grow by His grace.
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Happy New Year to you my dear friends
The old has come at last to an end,
If it didn’t bring you joy or it left you
behind,
Just leave it; let’s ring in the New Year With God’s wonderful blessings in mind.
Take all the bad memories and give
them to Him,
Hold each precious joy from last year
as a gift,
Remember that heartaches and pains
never shall last.
We’ve reached a new year so let’s turn a
new leaf
And discover anew our Lord’s love
that’s n’er past.
Along with the old, let’s forget past
mistakes
Making amends for this year as we seek
His grace to take
We find hope and peace and joy when we
walk
In faith without doubt looking forward
and not back
Remembering the cheer of our Christ
who gave His life for our sake.
~ Author unknown

Join us each Sunday for Worship
11 a.m. Worship and Praise

20 Centre Street W., Strathroy, Ontario
Thot: “Like happiness, destiny isn’t something you discover by seeking it. It’s
a by-product. You don’t find it by looking for it. You find it by looking for God.
Then your destiny finds you.” ~ Chase the Lion

Little Angel!
Little Johnny's new baby brother was screaming up a
storm. Johnny asked his mom, “Where’d he come
from?” “He came from heaven, Johnny.” Johnny
responded: “Wow! I can see why they threw him out!”
How to Get to Heaven?
A teacher asked the children in her Sunday School class, "If I sold my
house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money to
the church, would I get into heaven?"
"NO!" the children all answered.
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept
everything neat and tidy, would I get into heaven?" Again, the
answer was "NO!"
"Well," she continued, "then how can I get to heaven?"
From the back of the room, a five-year-old boy shouted out, "You
gotta be dead!"

Something To Think About..
"Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans" ~ Proverbs 16:3 (NIV).
After the joyous strains of Christmas carols, the lights brightly lit,
inside and out, the gathering with friends and family, we come to this
moment each year in our lives we call “New Years”. Some see it as a
significant starting-over moment. Others set a course, committing to
new goals, planning new adventures. Yet others find it all a measure
of uncertainty. How do you view the coming year? Do you look
forward to fresh possibilities and renewed potential? Or do you cling
to the familiarity of the waning year? Whether we like it or not, the
New Year stretches before us like fresh fallen white snow we see
around us. Why not take advantage of the opportunities the New
Year provides to let the Lord lead us along new paths and establish
new goals?
For instance, at John 15:5, Jesus teaches, “I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” Spiritual maturity
doesn’t just happen; it takes conscious commitment to grow in Christ
and to remain connected with Him. Jesus shows us that first we must
be with Him, fully committed, surrendered to Him, and then we must
do what is necessary to remain with Him, understanding His will and

His way for us. That requires daily reading His Word, and it means
applying what we read in its entirety to our lives. Along with
remaining in Christ is the truth that we’re set free through our
relationship in Him. The Apostle Paul testified, “We know that a
person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ…because by works of the law no one will be saved” ~ Galatians
2:16. Rather than living by rules, rather than the do’s and don’ts we
often place on ourselves, ask the question, What Would Jesus Do?
Consider if what you are doing – or considering doing – would please
the Lord, your God.
Using the precept of a Christ-led-life, you’ll discover that not only you
will have spiritual growth in 2018 but that you’ll experience positive
change as you set goals for the other areas of your life – mental
goals, physical goals, emotional goals, and yes even relationship
goals. I was told many years ago that what we hold tightly to, we
lose, but what we give up to the Lord, committing to Him in all that
we do, and say, and think, we receive back as a blessing as He
establishes the plan He has for our lives.
Before you get to thinking I’ve given you the answer to an easy path
down the lanes of 2018, recognize that to walk daily with Christ,
allowing God to establish your plans, requires many things from you.
You will be challenged to devote some time and energy to jumpstarting those areas in your life God chooses to work on – spiritual
stagnancy, broken relationships, fears that hold you back from
stepping out in faith, working on emotional issues we most readily
avoid because of the difficulties involved in finding resolution.
Something that comes close to home for me is if we’re to walk always
with Christ, our bodies
must be kept as a Temple
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
for the Lord so deny those
Mark your Calendar…
tasty morsels that do
7 Jan 18 – Communion Sunday
nothing for you. Can God
Wednesdays: Prayer & Bible Study 2p.m.
change your life? He’s made
(Location announced each week)
it possible for you to know
21 Jan 18 – East Christian Reformed
Him, that you too may
Church hosts Christian Unity
experience an amazing
Service at 4 p.m.
change in your own life. 31 Jan 18 – 7 p.m. FBC Strathroy
That, my friend will give
Annual Meeting
you a Happy New year!

