Going on Vacation!

GETTING
CONNECTED

Brendan: Where do sharks go on summer vacation?
Jordan: Where?
Brendan: Finland!
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Hank: I don’t know.
Mike: They’re afraid to relax and unwind!

July 2018

Elaine: Where do eggs go on summer vacation?
Peter: I don’t know.
Elaine: New Yolk City!
First woman: My son came to visit for summer vacation.
Second woman: How nice! Did you meet him at the airport?
First woman: Oh, no. I’ve known him for years!

What was that?
Q. What goes through towns, up hills, around corners,
down hills, but never moves from where it is?
A. The Road you’re driving on!
Where did the sheep go
on vacation?
The Baa---hamas!
What do sheep do on
sunny, summer days?
They have a
baa-baa-cue.

Where Christ is cherished, family is loved and everyone is family!

O land of blue unending skies,
Mountains strong and sparkling snow,
A scent of freedom in the wind,
O’er the emerald fields below.
To thee we brought our hopes, our
dreams,
For thee we stand together,
Our land of peace, where proudly flies,
The Maple Leaf forever.
Chorus:

Long may it wave and grace our own,
Blue skies and stormy weather,
 You Know You’re Canadian Within my heart, above my home,
when…
The Maple Leaf forever!
 Something to Think About O Maple Leaf around the world,
 Mark Your Calendar
You speak as your rise high above,
 Going On Vacation!
Of courage, peace and quiet strength,
 What was that?
Of the Canada I love.
 Summer
Remind us all, our union bound
 Queries on Sheep
By ties we cannot sever;
“God bless America, but God help Bright flag revered on every ground,
THE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER!
Canada to put up with them.”

What’s inside…

~ Anonymous

~ Modified from lyrics by Viadimir Radian

10:30 a.m. Summer Services

Summer: that time of year when you
can relax and leave everything behind.

The Maple Leaf Forever

20 Centre Street W., Strathroy, Ontario
Thot:

“Canada is an interesting place; the rest of the world thinks so,
even if Canadians don't.” ~ Terence M. Green

You know you’re Canadian when…
 You stand in ‘line-ups’ at the movies, not in line.
 You understand: ‘Please pass me the serviette, I
just spilled my poutine.’
 You drink pop, not soda.
 Pike is a fish you catch in the lake, not a part of the highway you
drive on to get to work.
 You eat chocolate bars and not candy bars.
 You have Canadian Tire money in your kitchen drawer.
 Back bacon and Kraft dinner are two of your favourite food groups.
 You know what a toque is and how (and when) to wear it.
 You know Toronto is not a province in Canada.
 You know you can’t picnic on P.E.I. for lunch when you cross into
Canada at Sarnia for the day.
 You know what a “double-double” is.
 You can’t help yourself – you apologize even when it isn’t your fault.

Something To Think About..
“The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His
heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God is
the LORD” ~ Psalm 33:11, 12a.
Most of us, I hope, are aware that summer officially began June 21st, but
let’s face it, in our hearts, the unofficial start of summer is July, and in
Canada particularly July 1st which is the day we celebrate Confederation –
Canadians across the country and around the world show pride in their
history, their culture(s) and achievements as a community and as
individuals. It’s a day of celebration where many festivities have been held
annually across this land since 1868 following the inaugural coming
together in 1867 under the British North America Act.
When we celebrate any event, we usually find opportunity to reflect on
what we’ve received as well as what we’ve achieved. On Canada Day it’s a
time for taking stock of the rich blessings we enjoy as Canadians. For
Christian Canadians it’s also a time to focus upon the blessings of our
wonderful Lord and King, Jesus Christ and His amazing grace.
Now compared to many nations in the world today Canada, at 151 years of
age, is just beginning to blossom. There’s buildings in Europe considered
“modern architecture” older than our nation; Chinese culture traces its roots
at least thirty times that; and biblical times show us nations and cultures,
many still around today, older than that. So why all the excitement? Can we
as Christians take pride and celebrate this nation in which we dwell?
That brings me to our scripture verses above, in particular, “Blessed is the
nation whose God is the LORD”. It speaks to the fabric of a nation. It

supports the premise we’re not alone in charting the course of our destiny.
It allows that there is a God watching over us and we’re blessed when we
choose to heed the counsel of the Lord and follow the plans of His heart for
us. Such understanding is even found in our Charter of Rights and Freedoms
which says Canada is founded on principles that recognize both God and the
rule of law.
Mark your Calendar…
The reality today is that for many
Canadians, God is no longer in the 1 Jul 18 - CANADA DAY, and
Communion Sunday
picture. God-centered precepts
have been replaced by world- 21 Jul 18 – Pastor’s BBQ at 5pm
at Church Gym
centered values, which not only
change with each whim but
Summer Sermon Series
undermine biblical principles. That
The Parables of Jesus
reality sends the message that we
“
They
were astonished at His teaching, for
are free to say anything as long as
Jesus
taught
them as one who had authority,
it’s not based on Christian
and not as the scribes.” ~ Mark 1:22
principles. Charter of Rights and
Freedoms anyone?
Each Wednesday
My friends there is an urgent need
Prayer & Bible Study 2p.m.
to return to the ways of God – not
(Location announced each week)
through hatred, not by denouncing
Others’ faiths or cultures, not by insisting we have our own way but
through the word of God as shown us at Psalm 33:11-12. We must allow
the Lord to stir us into conviction for our faith, we must attune our ear –
and our heart – to the counsel of the Lord, choosing to follow His plan for
our life, and become a beacon of hope, a light to the nations, an example of
love, charity, forgiveness and joy for others to choose for themselves that
they too may have confidence in saying, “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord”.
What exactly makes a nation blessed? Is it freedom of religion, freedom of
speech, favourable climate conditions or its many natural resources? Is it
zero inflation and low unemployment that marks a blessed nation? When
we say Canada is blessed, to what are we referring? Biblically a nation is
blessed when it recognizes God’s supremacy, God’s plan and counsel, and
submits to Him in its daily affairs. A nation is blessed in living and
functioning in step with the Lord. Blessed also points to a being in a state of
“happiness”. It’s finding confidence that we can be happy because no
matter what happens our God reigns, He’s in control of our lives. All is not
lost. As we celebrate Canada Day, if we are to be truly happy with, enjoying
the desirable and beneficial blessings for all, are we ready as Christians to
let ourselves find happiness in our God who is in control. Are we ready to be
happy, truly happy in the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings?

