Fairy Tales!

GETTING
CONNECTED

Q. Why did Cinderella get thrown off the soccer team?
A. She ran away from the ball!
Q. What did the gingerbread man use to make his bed?
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Q. Where do mermaids sleep?
A. In their waterbed!
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Q. Why was Snow White appointed to the Supreme Court?
A. She was the fairest of them all!
Harvesting What You didn’t Sow!
A farmer’s son was returning from the Fall Market with a
crate of chickens his father had entrusted to him when on a
ruff stretch of road the crate shifted falling from the back
of the truck, breaking open and the chickens all scurried off
in different directions. The young man searched and retrieved from all
over the neighbourhood, returning them to the repaired crate. Hoping
he’d found them all he continued on his journey home.
“Pa, the crate with the chickens fell and broke scattering them all over
the neighbourhood” the young man reluctantly confessed to his father,
“but I searched and gathered until I’d found all nine of them.”
“You did well, son,” the farmer said, “because I only left you at the
market with six!”

From the Barber Shop
A little boy sat in the barber’s chair for the first time.
Humoring him, the barber asked, “Well, young man, how
would you like your hair cut today?”
“Oh”, said the boy, “Just do it like you do Daddy’s, with the big hole at
the back of the head.”

Can You Hear Me Now?
After getting hearing aids Fred was telling his wife, “I
can’t remember hearing this well since I was a kid.”
His wife asked, “What kind is it?”
Fred glanced at his watch and replied, “Oh, it’s about two fifteen.”
Where Christ is cherished, family is loved and everyone is family!

“Father protect
them by the
power of your
name”

In the secret parts of my heart,
I feel new strength growing.
Courage dissolves my fears.
Hope that I thought had died
Has come to life again.

(John 17:11)

What’s inside…






God, You’ve Been Working
In the shadows of my memory,
I see You working behind the scenes.
Times when I might have battled alone,
You were there, keeping my heart in Your Word,
Defeating evil forces come to take me captive.
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In the normal routine of life,
I see adventures waiting to be had,
Friendships to build and hearts to love,
Opportunities to use,
And truths to discover.
You’ve been working all along.
In the night while I slept,
You protected my soul.
During the day as I walked on Your path,
You guided my steps.
Thank You, God, for Your constant presence.
I will trust You when I can’t see clearly.
I will follow You when I don’t know where the path will
lead.
Keep me close to Your heart.
I know You’ve been working all along.
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Thot: “What a gift it is in a time of uncertainty to be reminded God hears
our heart even when we think we can’t call out to Him.”
~ Randy Kilgore

Christian Living!
A mother was preparing pancakes for breakfast for her
sons, Jack and Chris. They boys were arguing over who
would get the first from the stack of pancakes.
The mother, thinking it an opportune moment to teach
her sons a moral lesson for Christian living, suggested, “If
Jesus were sitting here this morning, He would say, ‘Let my brother
have the first pancake, I can wait."
Thinking she’d made her point, she was surprised when Jack said to his
younger brother, “Of course. Chris, you be Jesus!”

Something to Think About…
“But I say, walk by the Spirit…if we walk by the Spirit, let us
also keep in step with the Spirit, let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another.” ~ Galatians 5:16, 25-26
Throughout the autumn at First Baptist Church Strathroy we’ll be exploring
Paul’s letter to the Philippians where the predominant theme is “JOY”. The
word rejoice is found nine times, the word joy four times, and the
expression “rejoice with…” twice. This expression of joy came from Paul
though at the time of writing Paul was a prisoner facing execution. He was
able to express joy because of his relationship with Jesus Christ, his Lord
and Saviour which filled him with joy and permeated this letter. Paul was
totally committed to Jesus, honouring him throughout this letter speaking
to the church “with the affection of Christ Jesus” wanting for them to enjoy
the blessing of being “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ”.
Being filled with the fruit of righteousness is the key to our understanding
how to live lives filled with joy. Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Though it can
often seem elusive to us as we live our lives here in the “real world” it’s
important to recognize joy isn’t based on our circumstances – in fact joy
may not even prevent us from experiencing those trials and tribulations
which weigh us down with negative emotions. Joy is ours despite our
circumstances; it’s a deep-seated sense of happiness, of contentment, of
assurance, in what God has done and is doing in our life. Did you know the
Greek word for ‘joy’ is related to the Greek word for ‘grace’? Grace of
course is given by our heavenly Father as a gift though we’re so undeserving
so that “by grace we are saved”. Truly then, our joy is a grace bestowed on
us by our loving God. So how do we accept and experience this gift of joy?
When we look at what God’s done for us, our natural response is to give
praise and thanksgiving with joy. But when we look at difficult
circumstances or face the frustrations of life, we naturally respond with
discontent. This isn’t to say we don’t acknowledge the difficulties of this life

or the struggles in our world. Rather, we do so while still recognizing God’s
in control and that He loves us – always! Think of when the Israelites were
led out of Egypt with God leading as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
fire at night. God had miraculously rescued them from years of captivity as
slaves and was leading them to their “Promised Land”. They reach the Red
Sea and lift their eyes up, looking back on where they have come from.
Seeing Pharaoh and his army they grumble and are filled with fear – not joy.
Everything God has demonstrated is quickly forgotten. They had no
understanding that God was again about to save them causing the water to
pull back and allowing them to walk through on dry ground.
Paul was certainly no stranger to hardships. Yet he was also prolific on the
topic of joy, particularly in writing to the Philippians saying, "Rejoice in the
Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus"
(Philippians 4:4-7). Paul looked up to God and
never focused on his troubles. In fact, Mark your Calendar…
Paul saw his imprisonment as 2 Sep 18 - Communion Sunday
enslavement for Jesus – a bond slave 9 Sep 18 – Return to 11a.m.
joyfully serving the Lord.
Sunday School resumes
The reason for all his joy was the
Fall Sermon Series
relationship he continuously enjoyed
Be joyous in the Lord!
with his Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul
“Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will
allowed God to fill him with His Holy
Spirit. But it doesn’t stop with lip take joy in the God of my Salvation.
~ Habakkuk 3:18
service to having the Holy Spirit. It
encompasses our commitment to
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God’s Spirit and prefer to bask in it
(Location announced each week)
enjoying themselves as children wanting
to play. But the Holy Spirit’s not a plaything. He’s a help for those who want
lasting results in their Christian walk.
Walking by the Spirit requires obedience to the Lord, choosing His way over
our own and “keeping in step with the Spirit” as imitators of the Lord so
that not only do we learn to rejoice in difficult times but “fruits of the
Spirit” begin to grow in our lives — peace, joy, love, faithfulness, and
goodness, among other things. (Galatians 5:22) The subsequent in-filling of God
in our lives leaves no room for the fleshy responses which impact our
interaction with one another. That too fills us with joy! This is the life Jesus
lived on earth; it’s the life you can live as His disciple filled with joy.

