The gift…

GETTING
CONNECTED

“Thanks for the electric guitar you gave me for Christmas,"
little Chris Cody said to his uncle the first time he saw him
after the holidays. "It's the best present I ever got."
"That's great," said his uncle. "Do you know how to play it?"
"Oh, I don't play it," the little fellow said. "My mom gives me a dollar a
day not to play it during the day and my dad gives me five dollars a week
not to play it at night.
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Christmas Gifts for Men!
 Get him anything with the word “ratchet” or “socket” in
it. Men love saying those words. "Hey George, can I
borrow your ratchet?" "OK. By-the-way, are you through
with my 3/8-inch socket yet?" Again, no one knows
why.
 If you are really, really broke, get him anything for his car, a 99 cent
ice scraper, a small bottle of deicer or something to hang from his
rear view mirror. Men love gifts for their cars.
 You can get men new remote controls to replace the ones they have
worn out. If you have a lot of money, get him a big-screen TV with
the little picture in the corner. Watch him go wild as he flips, and
flips, and flips, and…

It’s in the Interpretation!
A bright 8-year-old child was being tested by the Speech Teacher and
was given analogies and asked to describe the following differences:
Speech Teacher: "What's the difference between an oak
tree and a Christmas tree?"
Child: "One has leaves and the other has needles."
Teacher: "Very good! So what's the difference between a saucer and a
plate?"
Child: "One flies and the other doesn't."

Sins of Omission - A Sunday School teacher asked her class, "Does
anyone here know what we mean by sins of omission?" A small girl
replied: "Aren't those the sins we should have committed, but didn't?"
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“Today a Saviour has been born to
you; He is Christ the Lord!” ~ Lk 2:11

What’s inside…










It’s a Girl?
They’re Watching You
Something to Think About
Mark Your Calendar
The Gift
Christmas Gifts for Men
It’s in the Interpretation
Sins of Omission
Say What?

Faith and Trust
God uses those who lack the skills for
the tasks He has in mind,
He chose Mary and Joseph, two young
teenagers, to be the parents of Jesus as
God knew they would be loving and
kind.
Joseph showed Mary grace and
understanding even though her story
was difficult to believe.
How could she be with a child and
would the world accept how He was
conceived?
God gave them strength through the
Holy Spirit as they trusted and obeyed;
He provided for their every need
including a manger for the baby to lay.
We need to have Faith and Trust as we
patiently wait for God’s return some
day.
By showing love, compassion,
generousity and spreading His Word is
the behaviour we should display.
By Kim Lang

Say What? "Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992
because we received notice that you passed away. May God bless you.
You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances." -- Department of
Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina
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Thot: “Jesus is the central personality of history, and whether Christmas is canned
or canonized, packaged in a ribbon and sold for profit or sanctified in a cathedral
where humble souls worship, He is the inescapable Christ.” ~ Jack Hayford

It’s a girl?
Four weeks before Christmas the Pastor led the
children’s story during the service explaining the Advent
wreath. He had told them what the three purple candles
represented than asked, “Does anyone know what the
pink one represents?” No one answered.
Finally with the confidence of youth, little Sara’s hand shot up, “It means
they’re expecting a girl!”
They’re Watching You
A child was watching his mother delete several of the email messages from her in-box. With more maturity in
his voice than his young years would indicate, he mused,
“This reminds me of the Lord’s Prayer”.
“What do you mean?” asked the mother.
“Oh, you know mommy. Where it says, ‘…and deliver us from e-mail.’”

Something to Think About…
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the King, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
‘Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” ~ Matthew 2:2
Author Peter Beck writes, “Well, Christmas is just about upon us. Oh sure,
there's still time to panic, to go to Walmart at midnight and buy that one
last, heartfelt, carefully considered gift that the recipient probably doesn't
need anyway. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth in this next
week. And some will be disappointed no matter what you give them.
‘Unhappy holidays!’”
At first I’m frustrated by such misgivings about Christmas yet I have to admit
it rings true. In our modern times we have drifted from our worship of the
King who came to bring us back to God. Jesus would later say, “By your
traditions, you have made the word of God of no effect…and in vain they
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” ~ Matthew 15:6-9.
Surely our own modern traditions of Christmas fall under the indictment of
this Scripture. As Christians we’ve added so many things to our traditions
without ever considering if they’re actually Biblical! And then we complain
when the world around us seems to forget about Jesus at Christmas!
Just as Jesus’ birth went unnoticed by the people of His day because they
were absorbed in the traditions of men, the message of His birth remains
obscure today to both the faithful and those in the world for the very same
reason. Sadly, Santa Claus and Frosty the Snowman are more recognizable
Christmas images than Jesus – and we mustn’t forget Rudolph.

We need to seek Jesus as the wise men of old who knew what they would
do when they found Him. “We…have come to worship Him!”
The lack of worship in the hearts of those who celebrate Christmas is the
greatest ailment to the joy of the Christmas holiday. A sure remedy to the
maladies which weigh us down is to keep a proper focus on the Christ of
Christmas, bringing Him our worship.
I'm not talking simply about a Baby laid in a manger though it’s wonderful.
I’m not talking about the gatherings we’ll share though they’re great! I'm
talking about the real reason for the season. God became flesh and dwelt
among us to provide salvation for those who would trust in Him. He came
on that midnight clear to create worshipers of His eternal glory. This
Christmas, and every Christmas, we need to remember and celebrate
Christ is the greatest gift and worship is the only proper response. After all,
worship was the response of every actor in the very first Christmas drama.
Henry David Thoreau wrote, “The way you spend Christmas is far more
important than how much.” Rather than press our plastic continuously
through those little machines in the store (and worry in the New Year when the
bills arrive), let us set our hearts on the Reason for the Season, and worship
our Lord and Saviour who came to set us free from sin and give us life – a
life that overflows. If we would do so I believe we would not be able to do
anything less than worship Him!
We see Mary's response to the announcement she would miraculously bear
the Christ child. In Luke 1:46, it’s known as the Magnificat, as Mary
responds to Gabriel's message by worshiping, not the angel, not the
message, but God ("Magnificat" means, to magnify God). Mary worshiped
because of God's great love. She realized that her humble status doesn’t
merit His grace. Yet God loves her Mark your calendar!
anyway and so she praises Him.
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