GETTING
CONNECTED

Baptism …
After a hardy rainstorm filled all the potholes in the
streets and alleys a young mother watched her two little
boys playing in the puddle through her kitchen window.
The older of the two, a 5 year old, grabbed his younger
sibling by the back of his head and shoved his face into the water hole.
As the boy recovered and stood laughing and dripping, the mother runs
to the yard in a panic. "Why on earth did you do that to your little
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brother?!" she says as she shook the older boy in anger. "We
were just playing 'church' mommy" he said. "I was baptizing
him in the name of the Father, the Son and in the hole-he-goes.
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Quotable Quotes of the Ages
“O what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive!”
– Sir Walter Scott [Marmion, Canto vi. Stanza 17. Scottish author & novelist (1771 - 1832)]

“I can't give you a sure-fire formula for success, but I can give you a
formula for failure: try to please everybody all the time.”
– Herbert Bayard Swope (1882 - 1958)

“Waste no more time talking about great souls and how they should be.
Become one yourself!”
- Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (121 AD - 180 AD)

“If I knew I was going to live this long, I'd have taken better care of
myself.”
- Mickey Mantle (1931 - 1995), (attributed)

“The only function of economic forecasting is to make astrology look
respectable.”
- John Kenneth Galbraith (1908 - 2006)

“A paranoid is someone who knows a little of what's going on.”
- William S. Burroughs (1914 - 1997)

A New Year
Prayer for
the Elderly
God, grant me the senility
to forget the people I
never liked anyway, the
good fortune to run into
the ones that I do, and
the eyesight to tell the
difference.
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His Unfailing Presence
Another year I enter
Its history unknown;
Oh, how my feet would tremble
To tread its paths alone!
But I have heard a whisper,
I know I shall be blest;
"My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest."
What will the New Year bring me?
I may not, must not know;
Will it be love and rapture,
Or loneliness and woe?
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper;
I surely shall be blest;
"My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest."

Church Membership
An Arresting New Year
Something to Think About
Mark Your Calendar
Baptism
Quotable Quotes of the Ages
--Unknown Author
New Year’s Resolution
“You shall go out in joy and
A New Year Prayer for
be led forth in peace.”
the Elderly
~ Isaiah 55:12

11a.m. Services
20 Centre Street W., Strathroy, Ontario
Thot: “I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, ‘Give me a
light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ And he replied, ‘Go out
into the darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be
better than light, and safer than a known way.” ― King George VI, 1939 Royal
Christmas Broadcast [from Minnie Haskins’ poem “The Gate of the Year” (1908)

Church Membership
After the service a young couple talked to a
church member about joining the church. He
hadn't met the husband before, and he asked
what church he was transferring from. Without
hesitation, he replied, "I am transferring from the
Municipal Golf Course."
As a young man was coming out of church one day, the
preacher, who was standing at the door as always shaking
hands, grabbed him by the hand and pulled him aside saying to
him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!" The young man
replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." The
Pastor then questioned, "How come I don't see you except at
Christmas and Easter?" He whispered back, "I'm in the secret
service.”

An Arresting New Year’s
Did you hear about an iPhone and a firework that
were arrested on New Year’s Eve? One was charged
and the other was let off.

Something to Think About…

“Jesus stood and said to (the woman caught in adultery), “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from
now on sin no now
more.”
on ~ John 8:10-11.
Much is always said of the start of the New Year. Resolutions are made,
books are closed on one year and new accounts are followed for the new. A
fresh start is sought by so many who have not had their lives work out quite
the way they would have planned it if they could’ve controlled their own
circumstances. In the scripture from John 8 above we capture the message
of hope delivered by our merciful Saviour – yes, to an adulterous woman;
but more importantly to each of us sinners. In case you’re feeling left out,
Romans 3:23 reminds us, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
and are justified by His grace, as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.”
The story of the adulterous woman begins with the Pharisees having tried to
have Jesus arrested on the previous day – out of fear, out of envy – but
were unsuccessful. Now the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught
in adultery – probably an unmarried woman living with a man – to trap
Jesus. If He agreed to her death by stoning, they could report Him to the
Roman authorities since only they could put anyone to death; if Jesus
demonstrated forgiveness, they could claim He wasn’t the Christ since He
didn’t follow God’s law. Either way they thought they had Him and the woman

was just a pawn in their scheme.
I say that thinking of how we too often become caught as pawns in the
schemes of others, and certainly in the schemes of Satan who desires our
destruction. But in the midst of such dilemmas comes the perfect balance of
God’s grace and the Law. Where the law points us to our need for God’s
grace, in turn God’s grace demonstrates the only way for us to meet the
requirement of living holy lives in accordance with His Law.
In Jesus’ gracious message of forgiveness we find that Jesus demonstrates
His concern for everyone – to the adulterous woman and to her hypocritical,
self-righteous judges who cast her before the Lord. In His calling for them to
examine themselves, every one of them was offered God’s amazing grace.
Sadly, in the end, only the woman, seen by public standards as the worst of
sinners, was left to face her holy, sinless, Lord.
Convicted by their own consciences, the accusers dropped their stones, and
quietly left the scene. The woman was left facing her greatest judge. He
forgave her and warned her to go and sin no more. That doesn’t mean we
should think Jesus is an easy mark for us getting out of sin or that He
contradicted the Law. Jesus forgave this woman because one day He would
die in her place for her – and our – sins. Forgiveness may seem free but it
sure isn’t cheap! Furthermore rather than circumvent the Law, Jesus
perfectly fulfilled God’s intent from the Law. The woman’s accusers were
quick to apply the Law against someone whose circumstance left her on the
fringe, living life the best she could, but with no thought that the entirety of
God’s Law also applied to them. God’s Law is a mirror given to us to reveal
sin that we might then seek forgiveness from our heavenly Father and
desire restoration in relationship with Him. That becomes possible only in
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Mark your calendar!
Christ’s gracious forgiveness is
th
not only our answer to the New Jan 6 – Jesus Allstars D3 - 9:45 a.m.
- Communion Sunday – 11 a.m.
Year blues over how to change
th
our lives; it is the solution to Jan 12 – Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
living daily for God, with God, Jan 30th – FBCS ANNUAL MEETING
and following His way. For- 7 p.m.
giveness from our loving God
Wednesdays 2pm – Prayer & Bible
Study (Locations announced weekly)
isn’t a license to keep on sinning,
but a call to “Go and sin no more” Message Series
- only possible in Christ as our
Growing GOD’s Church
salvation with no condemnation.
That requires that we, each and every one of us, truly experience the
gracious forgiveness that motivates penitent sinners to go live holy,
obedient lives to the glory of God. It requires that this New Year be all
about surrender to the hope and joy and love of Jesus Christ.

