Nuts about Love …
A woman was driving along and stopped at a roadside stand
that sold fruit, vegetables and crafts. She noticed a young
woman behind the sales counter painting a sign. “Why the
new sign”, she asked. “My boyfriend didn’t approve of the old one” she
said. Glancing at what hung over the counter it became clear for it
declared, “Local Honey Dates Nuts”.

Checked Out Romance
Did you hear about the librarian who fell madly in love with one of his
colleagues? After a couple of years dating, he showed up at the library,
rummaged through her desk, finally unearthing one of the rubber
stamps she used to identify reference books and explained, “Since I
couldn’t find the right engagement ring, this will have to do!” He then
firmly stamped her hand, in capital letters, “NOT FOR CIRCULATION”.
Good news – she accepted his proposal.
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Irresistible Irony
Imagine the surprise of a recently divorced woman, having
checked the personals’ column in the local paper and having
circled the entries of three men who seemed like promising
candidates for a date, to receive the following message from her exhusband, “I was over visiting the kids yesterday,” he said. “While I was
there I happened to notice you had circled some ads in the paper. Don’t
bother calling the guy in the second column. I can tell you right now it
won’t work out. That guy is me.”

A Silent Valentines - It was
Valentine's Day and Jim &
Danielle's first date. They sat in
the darkened cinema theatre
waiting for the movie to
start. The screen finally lit up with
a flashy advertisement for the
cinema's concession stand. Jim &
Danielle quickly realized there was
no sound. Amazingly the feature movie began but the silence
continued. Suddenly, out of the darkness, an irritated voice in the
crowd loudly shouted, “Okay, who's sitting on the remote control?”
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Our Heart
God should be our central focus and
we need to love God with our whole
heart.
We can show His love through our
actions by helping someone in need,
being kind, and using our gifts with all
our heart.
God’s love is everywhere; His love
will never end; and nothing can
separate us from Him!
He is our Rock and He is available all
the time with love and
encouragement to send.
God knows our heart and He has
plans for us if we only let Him lead,
We serve Christ when we serve
others by encouraging and
comforting those to help them
succeed.
~ Kim Lang

11a.m. Services
20 Centre Street W., Strathroy, Ontario
Thot: “Are you ready for a change? We can talk, we can plan, we can
read self-help books, but we still find it difficult to overcome and control
many of the things that are inside us! Our key focus is not effort but
surrender – to live moment by moment submissively trusting in the Lord
rather than in self.” ― Jaime Ferandez-Garrido, Christian author & Doctor in Pedagogy (teaching)

Don't Make a Fuss about Valentine's Day
The next time your wife tells you not to make a
fuss about a gift for Valentine’s Day, remind her of
the husband who came up with the following list:

 Romantic dinner at fast food restaurant.
 Chocolates left-over from last year's candy box.
 Midnight moped ride through the park.
 A dozen roses printed on high quality photo paper.
 An evening out to the local church supper for the homeless.
 An IOU to take the kids to last week’s hockey practice.
Choosing to NOT make a fuss about Valentine’s Day may be okay, but
you definitely should never follow that husbands suggestions. Happy
Valentine’s Day – I Hope!

Something to Think About…
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the
time I came time
in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my
head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment” ~ Luke 7:44-46.
How much do you love me? How often has that thought crossed your mind,
or have those words been expressed to you at some time? Ever wonder if
God’s asking that question of you? If so, how honest are you with your
response? Are you willing to prostrate yourself before Him, humbly submit
yourself to serve Him, never ceasing to love Him? Or are you much to
reserved for that? In your heart, are you really able to testify you love God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength”? (Mark 12:30)
What I’m asking you is to step back, look to God, and allow Him to examine
you much the same way He did in the house of Simon, the Pharisee. There
are two examples in the room with Jesus. In addition to the sinful woman,
we’ve Simon, a righteous man following the letter of the law – the same law
that taught of “the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin”(Exodus 34:6-7).
Consider the incomprehensibility of God — His limitless excellence, His
immeasurable strength, His complete perfection. Personified in His Son,
Jesus, we’re blessed by His demonstration, His determination, to reveal to
us that He is merciful. Of all things, He’s compassionate! The Creator of
heaven and earth is merciful. The One who called Abraham and delivered
Israel from Egypt is compassionate. The One tempted in every way just as
we are, yet without sin, chooses forgiveness and mercy, extended to all

creation, because “the Lord is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He
has made” (Psalm 145:9) The merciful and compassionate character of God
isn’t to remain on the dry and dusty pages of a textbook, it’s intended to be
poured out like from an alabaster flask of ointment as we bring our
wounded, broken hearts to God, seek His forgiveness, open ourselves to
Him without reserve and are blessed. Those unable to do this, those unable
to see their need for this, must remember not only the proclamation of
Paul, that, “all have sinned and have come short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23) that leaves us separated unworthy of God’s forgiveness, but also that
we’re “justified (declared or made righteous in the sight of God) by His
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
This unmerited favour of God is witnessed, being poured out in response to
the sinful woman’s faith as He says to her, “Your sins are forgiven”.
We step aside at such simplicity, we look for how there must be more to it.
That certainly was the response of Naaman, a commander in the Army of
the king of Syria, and a leper. (2 Kings 5) Having heard that there was a
prophet in Israel, Elisha, a man of God, known to perform miracles including
healing, Naaman went to him along with his entourage, his silver and his
gold. But when Naaman stood before the door of Elisha’s house, he didn’t
even come out to him. Instead he sent a messenger and instructed him to
“go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored,
and you shall be clean” (vs. 10). Naaman expected a spectacle with Elisha
calling God down and a great show, not a bath in a river – they had rivers at
home! But when his rage went away, his servant convinced him to give it a
try so Naaman went and did as he was told and “his flesh was restored like
the flesh of a little child” (vs. 14).
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