Standing at the gates of heaven

GETTING
CONNECTED

When all the believers were standing waiting to
get into heaven, Gabriel appeared and said, “I
want all the men to form two lines. One line will
be for the men who were the true heads of their
households. The other will be for the men who were dominated by their
wives.” Gabriel continued, “And now we need all of the women to
report to Mary and Martha on the other side of the gate.”
The women left while the men hurriedly formed two lines. The line of
men who were dominated by their wives was seemingly unending. The
line of men who were the true head of their household had just one man
standing in it.
Gabriel said to the first line, “You men ought to be ashamed of
yourselves. You were appointed to be the heads of your households and
you have not fulfilled your purpose. Of all of you, there is only one man
who obeyed.” Then Gabriel turned to the lone man and asked, “How did
you come to be in this line?” The man sheepishly replied, “My wife told
me to stand here.”
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A Poem of Hope
I feel the arms of God around me,
as I lay on my bed at night.
Asleep, I feel the Angel’s touchI’m surrounded and held tight.

“I will make rivers flow on
barren heights, and springs
within the valleys. I will turn
the desert into pools of
water, and the parched
ground into springs.”

I don’t know why it is,
that God should love me so,
that he would send His only Son,
to hang there on Death-row.

~ Isaiah 41:18

THOUGHT CATALOGUE OF QUIPS!
Isn’t it great to live in the 21st century? Where deleting history has
become more important than making it.
I can totally keep secrets. It’s the people I tell them to that can’t.
Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level and beat
you with experience.
I find it ironic the colors red and white stand for the true north strong
and free until they’re flashing behind you.
If you think nobody cares if you’re alive, try missing a couple of
payments.
Laugh at your problems, everybody else does.
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He guards me night and day,
always bringing love and hope.
Somehow, I know I will survive,
for He will help me cope.

As a father has compassion on his
child,
so my Lord has compassion on me.
Baseball in the Bible?
I know I can count on HimIn the big-inning: Eve stole first, There is nowhere from His love I
Adam stole second. Cain struck
want to flee.
out Abel. The Giants and the
by Helena Fehr
Angels were rained out.

The evening news is where they begin with ‘Good evening’, and then
proceed to tell you why it isn’t.
Did you hear about the 1-800 service they have for atheists now? You
dial the number and it rings and rings but nobody answers.

First Baptist Church Strathroy
Where Christ is cherished, family is loved and everyone is family!

11a.m. Services
20 Centre Street W., Strathroy, Ontario
Thot: “Where your pleasure is, there is your treasure; where your treasure,
there your heart; where your heart, there your happiness.” ― Augustine.

Digging a Hole
There were two guys working for the city. One would dig
a hole; the other would come behind him and
immediately fill the hole. These two men worked
furiously. One digging a hole, the other filling it back up.
A man was watching from the sidewalk and couldn't believe how hard
these men were working, but couldn't understand what they were
doing. Finally he had to ask them. He said to the hole digger, "I
appreciate how hard you work, but what are you doing? You dig a hole
and your partner comes behind you and fills it up again!"
The hole digger replied, "Oh yeah, must look a bit funny, but you see the
guy who plants the trees is sick today."

Something to Think About…
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” ~ Philippians 3:20.
We’ve all experienced dry times in our spiritual lives when there seems
nothing is happening for us; when God seems distant, uninterested in our
lives. Externally, everything’s just as it’s always been. Sometimes we can
convince ourselves everything internally must be okay too, then we sense
the growing barrenness in our life. The old feeling of walking alone; out
of sync with the flow where everyone else seems to be alive and excited
to be serving God but for some reason, you feel blah spiritually! Your
praise and worship, your service to God and others, your devotional time
seems trite and artificial, you question your faith and you begin to doubt.
Dry times are like dessert plants such as a cactus - outwardly dry, barren,
lonely and seemingly fruitless. Talk about a terrible place to be! We’re
left drained having no joy, no motivation, and no energy. We may want to
hang it up. Interestingly, it even causes others around us to get cranky,
dry and barren.
With the weight of the world on our shoulders, pressing us down, how do
we overcome the world and press on with faith? Our Lord tells us, “In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” ~
John 16:33b. What that suggests to me is that when I’m trying to figure out
how to overcome the world, I’m looking for a solution in the wrong
place. Jesus said “I have overcome the world”. Jesus – not me!
So how in the world do I come to an end of my desert journey? Thanks be
to God for the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in me if I have
received God’s Son, Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour and accepted
God’s bountiful grace. It’s a grace which God promises is “sufficient for
me”! It really does come back to remembering “because of His great love
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ” ~ Ephesians 2:4-5.

Something jogs my heart and I begin to see that it’s a matter of my
perspective. Am I looking through a lens that reveals my place in this
world dominated by self, by greed, by bitterness, by comparison with
others? Or will I humbly turn from those wicked ways and look upon the
face of my Lord and my God and acknowledge that I’m but a sojourner
not a resident of this kingdom. The old gospel song tells us, “This world
is not my home, I’m just a passing through; my treasures are laid up
somewhere beyond the blue…” It’s recognizing that our citizenship is in
heaven, with the Lord. It’s holding to the truth that we wait for the time
when we shall be with Him forever and always.
As we allow God the Father to impact our thinking and our plans for
living, we recognize too that it is we, ourselves, who choose to live in a
dry, thirsty land. We fail to take from the rich blessings offered to us. If
we would listen, God speaks tenderly to us, “Do not fear, for I am with
you, not only within call, but present with you always”. God asks, Are
you weak? I’ll strengthen you. Are you in need of friends and
encouragement? I will help you in your time of need; I will not forsake
you. Are you ready to fall? I will uphold you with my right hand which is
full of righteousness; I will catch you in the palm of my hand so that you
will not be destroyed.”
As citizens of God’s kingdom, rightful heirs through His Son Jesus,
we’re promised that He, God, is sufficient for us and is ever present with
us. In the midst of a dry and weary land, we’re like the bones in the
dessert – “This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will
make breath enter you, and you will come to life” ~ Ezekiel 37:5. If I believe
that my life with God isn’t going to amount to anything, it won’t. With
such resentment at the root of my heart I’ll remain dry and barren. If I’ve
worshiped and wondered why I couldn’t sense His presence and
wondered why He seemed so
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distant from me, I must ask
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where my heart is at, what my
Mar 5th – Women’s Mission Encounter
choices are, what expectations
Group – 1:30 pm
have I of God’s Spirit actively
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Only then can I come, “giving Mar 6 – Ash Wednesday Day of Prayer
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thanks to the Father, qualified
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to share in the inheritance of Mar 9 – Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
the saints in light. He has
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the kingdom of His beloved
For Those Tears I Died
Son” Colossians 1:12-13. Praise God!

